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groups of the Centre and Left, both Crispi and Zanar-
delli giving it their cooperation at the outset. The
majority was, however, insecure, and at the close of
the session Parliament was dissolved. Official pressure
was freely used in the campaign; two thirds of the
prefects were removed or transferred to other provinces;
and as is almost always the case in Italy, the govern-
ment won a victory at the polls. In spite of the fact
that Crispi withdrew his support, the cabinet obtained
a vote of confidence by a large majority; but the pre-
vailing commercial distress was rapidly bringing the
country into a condition which required a far stronger
hand than that of Giolitti. The state of the finances
was deplorable. Gold and silver had almost gone out
of circulation, and the budget showed a huge deficit,
which the government could not fill because it was
unable to induce the deputies to consent to the econ-
omies it proposed. Nothing was left but an increase
of taxation, and when Giolitti proposed this the peas-
ants in Sicily, who were already overburdened, broke
out in riot and wrecked the offices of the tax-gatherers*
Meanwhile the reputation of the cabinet had been
stained by the discovery of the fraudulent mismanage-
ment of the Banca Romana, in which public men were
manifestly implicated. After resisting as long as he
could, Giolitti finally consented to the appointment of
a parliamentary committee of inquiry, whose report,
laid before the Chamber at the opening of the session
on November 23, 1893, brought his career to an end.
It stated that most of the papers seized at the house of
the governor of the bank had been put out of sight